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Muslim Americans must draw
a line in the sand on violence

BY KHALILAH SABRA
Special to The Seattle Times
USLIM civic CNergy is useless when Drogres-
sive thought js buried beneath violent trans-
8ressions and isolation, We, asa communi-
ty, must draw a line in the sand. .
Our community leaders must be more aggressive in
reminding jts members what valyes Islam teaches ys

to embrace, with what degree of bassion and whar

with society’s response to Islam.
Violence j ,
rights that they can protect. Our most pricejess right  Itishard to conceptualize why this should be, given
is life. The prohibition against murder js rootedinev- the respectable tenets of Islam. ;
eryreligion and in every human constitution, Yet the word “Islam?” is seldom associated with
The recent attem tatviol i ot peace, freedom Or justice among most Americans.
ishes of the Musli ity [“2 Even the diagnosis of what is a “real” Muslim fails to
charged in Seattle terror plot, News, June 26]. The meet the standard of being factual, The Islamic com-
masses of Muslims want an end to the violence and munities must collectively address this problem, as
an end to the Eoo&ﬁﬁ.:mh In America and beyond, Muslims and as Americans, Each individual in society
American Muslims hurt, considerably, for the harm is responsible to the whole,
and injustices of war that the men whe Were arrested With all that this country has been through, it hag
spoke about, The proclivity of it sickens everyone, always been a lighthouse to those in search of liberty
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training facilitieg won't end occupation or Warorcon- crossed jts borders. Through violence it becomes a
quer all the other perceived injustices, Thes of lighthouse for another kind of people: for hijackers,
actions do not roductivel address i i

.HS:m:Bm here people Muslims, and others seeking liberty, have re.
lied upon the Jaw to protect them from,

Unti] humanity cures what ails the heart, it won’t By respecting the laws we do have, fixing the ones
make a dent in the body count. In the meantime, no  that are flawed, and by living Up to the true meaning
matter how profound the indignation, individual of the word “citizen,” we PIeserve our common good.

Khalilah Sabra js executive director of
Muslim American Society Immigrant
whom perpetrators claim to hate and to those with Justice Genter,
whom they clajm solidarity.
Because of individual agendas, there’s almost no
contextin which “Muslim> isnota scary word, a code

for a character that provokes both contempt and fear,




